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About GetUp 

GetUp is a powerful campaigning community that combines the strength of over one 

million members, with a team of expert strategists and movement partners to create real 

progressive change in Australia. Together we aim to achieve our vision of a more fair, 

flourishing and just Australia by campaigning on issues members care most about: human 

rights, environmental justice, economic fairness and democracy. GetUp has always been 

and remains independent -- driven by our shared values, not party politics. 

 

GetUp gives everyday people the chance to make an extraordinary impact online, across 

the airwaves and in the streets. From leading the way in civic participation, to building our 

own first-of-their-kind tech tools, to implementing never-seen-before tactics, GetUp 

continues to innovate to remain the most powerful, progressive campaigning community 

in Australia. 
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Letter from the National Director 

Following on from the success of the 2016 Federal Election effort, GetUp continued to lead 

the fight for a more fair, flourishing and just Australia with our boldest and most ambitious 

strategy yet. We have a clear vision through to 2020 to be a disruptive political force, 

shaking up the current political system and returning power to the hands of everyday 

people. That vision is already inspiring our staff and driving our members to impactful 

action. 

 

This guiding vision ensures we will continue to shape the national conversation and 

increase our bold interventions to address the changing political, technological and media 

landscape. It gives laser focus to our work in the realms our members care most about: 

economic fairness, environmental justice, human rights and democracy.  

 

This year was full of highlights for the GetUp movement. We launched FraudStop - a tool 

to help everyday Australians clear their names against tens of thousands of fraudulent 

Centrelink debts manufactured by a callous government. We continued our focus on 

corporate tax dodging: testifying before the Corporate Tax Avoidance Inquiry; putting 

pressure on dirty energy giants such as Chevron who are amongst the biggest tax cheats 

of all; and funding former Fairfax business editor Michael West to expose corporate tax 

cheating multinationals. On top of all this, our Petroleum Resource Rent Tax Report made 

national headlines. 

We continued to fight for the rights of those wrongfully held in Australia’s cruel offshore 

detention centres. Thanks to tens of thousands of GetUp members supporting the No 

Business in Abuse Campaign, the government could not get the company running the 

detention centres - Ferrovial - to renew the supplier contract. W​e also successfully 

campaigned to protect Section 18C of the Racial Discrimination Act through our 

independent platform #HandsOff18c and actively campaigned against the proposed 

changes to citizenship laws. 2017 saw GetUp launch Colour Code, a new digital platform 
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that provides a space for Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, and multicultural communities 

to speak, advocate and organise around issues of racial justice.  

We’ve so far kept Adani’s reef destroying mine at bay, and millions of Australians have 

been exposed to the truth about Adani’s terrible environmental and human rights record, 

and their rampant tax-dodging. The investigative report funded by GetUp members - The 

Adani Files - made national headlines. And together we were part of the incredible Stop 

Adani movement that convinced Westpac and CommBank to never fund Adani. ​We have 

also seen the creation of #StopAdani groups springing up all over the country, where 

GetUp members have come together to demonstrate the sheer power of people.  

GetUp has been creating real progressive change for over a decade and we are showing 

no signs of slowing down. We are proud of the collective work of our members, and will 

continue, to learn, grow and deliver impact that will result in a fair, flourishing and just 

Australia for all. 

 

Paul Oosting 
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The GetUp Community 

Membership 

GetUp members come together around a shared belief in fairness, compassion and 

courage. Every time members contribute their voice, time or money, they drive the 

progressive change they want to see in Australia. The GetUp membership spreads across 

every state in Australia, with a diverse group making up the one million members who 

want to see a more fair, flourishing and just Australia. From door-knocking, to signing 

petitions, to writing to their MPs, to organising calling parties, GetUp members turn out in 

droves to make sure their voices are heard on issues they are passionate about. 

The GetUp community grew by over ​36,040​ in the 2016-17 financial year to 1,094,763 

members​. Members made 104,905 donations, and took a further ​1,177,876 online ​actions, 

including: 

Action  # Actions taken 

Signed GetUp petition  865,835 

Signed a CommunityRun petition  132,522 

Emailed MP  176,115 

 

Social media 

During the 2016-17 financial year, GetUp’s social media presence continued to grow. 

Platform  30 June 2016  30 June 2017 

Facebook  367,709 followers  424,565 followers 
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Twitter  108,000 followers  129,000 followers 

Instagram  4,361 followers  4,942 followers 

The GetUp social media audience has also seen huge growth in terms of reach. In the past 

twelve months GetUp’s videos have had over 28 million views and GetUp’s posts have 

appeared in people’s newsfeeds 190 million times.  

 

GetUp on Facebook 

Three of GetUp’s most successful original video posts this financial year were: 

 

Lambie smacks down HansonɅs cuts to  
income support 

4,051,777​ People Reached 

149,505​ Shares, Comments and Reactions  

1,739,698​ Video views  

 

 

 

 

The Pain of January 26th 

4,356,715 People Reached 

96,809 Shares, Comments and Reactions  

1,250,589 Video views  
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How to slay a mining giant 

2,593,749 People Reached 

69,521 Shares, Comments and Reactions  

761,136 Video views 

 

Colour Code on Facebook 

Since launch, Colour Code's Facebook page has produced content that has reached over 

half a million people. Colour Code’s three most successful posts were: 

 

Mehdi Hasan on being a Ʉpublic MuslimɅ 

587,391 ​People Reached 

42,606 ​Shares, Comments and Reactions 

165,702 ​Video views  

 

Communities uniting against Peter DuttonɅs 
citizenship changes 

516,326 ​People Reached 

10,960 ​Shares, Comments and Reactions  

188,293 ​Video views  
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Stop Peter DuttonɅs Law 

442,599 ​People Reached 

9,484 ​Shares, Comments and Reactions 

127,354 ​Video views  

 

Election Success  

The very beginning of the financial year saw the success of our election effort, where we                               

stood together for clean energy, a healthy Reef and more funding for health and hospitals,                             

and we pushed back against policies that favour big corporations at the expense of                           

everyday Australians. 

You can read more on the election success ​here​. 

Organising 

The GetUp movement’s efforts in the 2016             

election were incredible.  

We doubled down in the seat of Bass to                 

make sure Tony Abbott’s ally, Andrew Nikolic,             

could no longer block action on climate             

change, defund schools and hospitals or           

prioritise corporate interests over everyday         

Australians. ʋThrough 10 torrid weeks of           

campaigning, GetUp members made more  
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than 100,000 calls into Bass alone, and 213,000 in total across the election campaign. And                             

what happened? Andrew Nikolic paid the political price for his hard right positions and Eric                             

Abetz and Barnaby Joyce went on national TV to whinge about the impact of GetUp                             

members on our democracy. They, along with high-profile conservative commentators,                   

also remarked on our potent combination of strategy, technology and people power! 

 

Building on the success of our grassroots power building in the election, we’ve gone bigger 

and dug deeper with members on an even more ambitious vision. GetUp members have 

been getting together at kitchen tables and in town halls, from Perth to Toowoomba to 

Ulverstone to Mt Gambier, to plan how to scale our movement to take power back for 

everyday people. 
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Over the year, our movement has: 

! Organised rafts of meetings with MPs 

! Launched 14 pilot action groups 

! Made 79,807 calls on Adani - forcing MPs to come out against the Adani loan 

! Ran four mass training events  

 

Met with  MPs 

After the 2016 Federal Election, GetUp           

members reached out to their MPs to say hello                 

and let them know what we expect from them                 

during their term in office. Small groups of               

GetUp members got to know one another,             

learnt what motivates each other to fight for a                 

just Australia, and banded together to prepare             

for a meeting with their MP. We met with 17                   

MPs across the country and sent a message               

that we're serious about building a respectful             

and accountable relationship, and that when           

MPs take the time to listen to constituents,               

that will reverberate far beyond the meeting             

room's four walls. 

 

[Pictured above: Sydney action group members meeting with Deputy Opposition Leader Tanya Plibersek] 
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